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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT — FORMER LIBERAL–NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.49 pm]: Today we discussed a very good 
motion put by Hon Dr Sally Talbot condemning the former Liberal–National government for its reckless 
mismanagement of the state’s finances. I was one of those members who was unable to have the opportunity to 
put their views during the debate. I must say that I was slightly frustrated towards the end of the time for the 
debate—these debates are time-limited—by Hon Dr Steve Thomas’s extensive comments that were not 
significantly to the point of the motion and meant that some members did not get the opportunity to speak on the 
motion. I know and accept that the member was entitled to speak for 45 minutes, but a courtesy that members may 
consider, which I have done on many occasions, is to take note of other members seeking the call and time their 
remarks so that everybody has an opportunity to put their points on the record. I will do that now in members’ 
statements rather than in the debate on the motion. 

I will begin my contribution with a question, which I know that members of the Liberal–National Party coalition 
will know the answer to, so I ask them please not to blurt out the answer. They will know the answer to this 
question. For everybody else: how do you get a Western Australian Liberal–National member of Parliament into 
a small business? The answer is: you give them a big business first and you let them do the rest! That is exactly 
what happened in the state of Western Australia. When the Liberal–National government came into power in 2008, 
Western Australia had the best books in Australia, debt of around $3.6 billion that had been reduced dutifully by 
Treasurer Ripper and a AAA credit rating. We were the envy of Australia. Now, we are the laughing stock of 
Australia. We blew a boom that was unprecedented—never seen before anywhere in Australia and probably 
anywhere in the world. It is a very sad state of affairs when a new government comes in hamstrung by the fiscal 
recklessness of the government before it. What I heard in the debate from members of the former government, 
now the opposition, were words of defence. They were defending the former government’s reckless handling of 
the Western Australian finances and the sheer recklessness with which they handled the money of the taxpayers 
of Western Australia. Under the former government’s watch, debt rose from $3.6 billion to over $40 billion 
projected in the forward estimates, and it is a disgrace. There were losses of about $3 billion a year—that is a three 
with nine zeros that was lost. 

I will now give Hon Dr Steve Thomas a little example of how we can be precise and brief with our comments 
when we need to be. I want to focus on the regions and what we missed out on in that boom. We had the boom of 
all booms, we blew the budget, we blew the books and my electorate missed out on so much in that time. After 
eight and a half years of Liberal–National government, Geraldton still does not have a redeveloped hospital or an 
acute mental health service, despite it being promised time and again. That now has to be addressed by the 
incoming government with a very, very sad set of books. The community of Esperance has had a very rugged time 
over the last two or three years. The jetty is falling into the ocean. The TAFE buildings are mainly transportable 
donga types—the worst that I have seen in the state. The recreation centre is riddled with asbestos. Now we are 
being criticised and asked to come clean on whether we will proceed with these projects. The former government 
had eight and a half years and blew a mining boom, and we missed out on those projects. That is one of the great 
tragedies of what has happened over the last eight years. Members of the former government now criticise us, 
before we have even handed down a budget, for showing some economic restraint and responsibility. I think it is 
extremely hypocritical and unfair; members of a government that trashed our finances are now being critical of an 
incoming government that is trying to fix our finances. A lot could have been done during the boom. Keynesian 
economics would have been a good start in that circumstance. I am not totally a student of Keynes’ theories from 
the 1930s, but there is a good saying in business: “You buy in the gloom and you sell in the boom.” We did the 
exact opposite in Western Australia for eight and a half years and we are going to pay that price not just for the 
next nine months; it is going to take much, much longer than that to fix the mess that was created by the Barnett 
Liberal government. I am pleased that the house has rightly condemned that government for its reckless 
performance over its eight and a half years in government. 

House adjourned at 6.53 pm 
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